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Choiseul und die Katastrophe am Korouflusse. By Dr. Willy- 
Marcus. 79 pp. and Sketch Map. M. & H. Marcus, Breslau, 1905. (Prke, 
M. 2.40.) 
The complete story of one of the most tragic incidents in colonial history — the 
death of thousands of French emigrants who were induced to settle at the mouth of 
the Kuru River, northwest of Cayenne, in French Guiana, in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century. They were helpless and ignorant in a deadly climate, without 
proper supplies, and were left practically to their fate until nearly all had died of 
disease or hunger. The " Pre'cis historique de l'expedition du Kourou" was pub- 
lished in Paris in 1842, but this is the first time that the detailed story has been told 
in German. 

Durch die Libysche Wtiste zur Amonsoase. Von Georg Steindorff. 

163 pp., 113 half-tone illustrations, Bibliography and Index. Velhagen & Klas 

ing, Bielefeld and Leipzig. 1904. 
This addition to the " Land und Leute" series of geographical monographs is a 
popular account of the archaeological journey made by Prof. Dr. Steindorff from 
Cairo through the Libyan Desert to the Siva oasis and return, in Nov., 1899-Jan., 
1900 (Bulletin, 1900, p. 680). It is one of the most valuable of the series, for it 
deals with a region of which much remained to be told, though several modern 
explorers have visited it; and long before the Christian Era the Greek city of Kyrene 
sent many caravans to Siva for the dates and salt of the Libyan waste. None of the 
recent travellers obtained such fine photographic results as the splendid views 
brought home by Dr. Steindorff and his companion, Baron von Grunau. They are 
reproduced in this volume, and give a very clear idea of the routes, oases, settle- 
ments, ruins, and desert aspects of this region. The extraordinary clearness of the 
atmosphere helps the photographer, and the results are exceptionally good. 

Northern France from Belgium and the English Channel to the 
Loire, excluding Paris and its Environs. By Karl Baedeker. 

(Fourth Edition.) xxxvi and 423 pp., 13 maps and 40 plans. Karl Baedeker, 

Leipzig, 1905. (Price, M. 7.) 
This work corresponds with the seventh French edition of this well-known hand- 
book for travellers. There are large-scale plans of all the more noteworthy places 
which, with the maps, enable the tourist to ascertain his bearings in the towns and 
to select the most convenient routes through the country. 

"With the Pilgrims to Mecca. By Hadji Khan and Wilfrid Sparroy. 

With an introduction by Professor A. Varnbery. 314 pp., 25 illustrations from 
photographs, appendix and index. John Lane, New York and London, 1905. 
(Price, $3.50.) 
Burckhardt, Burton, Maltzan, Hurgronje, and others have described Mecca and 
the pilgrimages to it. Here is an addition to the list with a distinctive claim to atten- 
tion, because it was written not by an alien and unbeliever, but by an educated 
follower of Islam. In the words of Professor Varnbery: " We have been in need of 
just such an account of the pilgrimage written by a Mohammedan, not attracted by 
curiosity but by religious piety, who had every access to holy places, who was not 
hindered with the fear of being discovered as a Christian, and who is possessed of a 
shrewd observation." 

The pilgrimage described is that of 1902, which is one of the largest yet counted. 
The author places the number of pilgrims at 220,000. When Burckhardt visited the 
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holy city in disguise he calculated the number at 70,000; Burton, in 1850, found the 
number reduced to 50,000. The author says a growth in tolerance among the 
Mohammedan sects is plainly evident, and this points to renewed unity among those 
races that hold the faith of Islam. 

The narrative, absorbing in interest, is divided into three parts: the first describes 
the aspects of the social life and faith; the second, the journey to the holy city and 
the interesting ceremonies there, such as the compassing of the Ka'bah, the visit to 
Arafat, and the Day of Victims; the third section depicts various scenes in Mecca, 
phases of life there and religious institutions, such as the use of talismans and heal- 
ing by faith. Mr. Sparroy, who was tutor to the children of the Shah of Persia over 
fifteen years, collaborated in preparing the book for the press and wrote the appendix, 
which discusses the condition of Islam in regard to slavery. The photographs were 
taken by the author — a proceeding by no means orthodox, and involving some per- 
sonal risk. 

Aus Siidwest-Afrika. Blatter aus dem Tagebuche einer deutschen Frau, 
1902-1904. 188 pp., and 24 half-tone Illustrations. Veit & Co., Leipzig, 
1905. (Price, M. 3.50.) 
These are bright sketches of life among the German pioneers and the natives in 
German Southwest Africa, with many allusions to the physical conditions of the 
country. The writer and her husband travelled over a large part of the central 
regions, where most of the German officials and immigrants are settled. She shows 
the vivid contrast between the sandy waste of the coastal zone and the mountainous 
interior, where the climate is inviting and the verdant valleys are beautiful. Life 
among the pioneer farmers is depicted, with its hardships and unexpected vicissi- 
tudes. The writer describes with pen and picture the achievements of some of these 
brave men and women who spread over bits of the wilderness the charm of utility 
and comfort. The pathos of their fate in the present Herero uprising, the tragic end 
of their twenty years of struggle, are, perhaps, nowhere else so feelingly emphasized. 

Die Zukunft Deutsch-Siidwestafrikas. Von Dr. Georg Hartmann. 

pp. 31. Mittler & Son, Berlin, 1904. 
This colony, about a third larger than Germany, is, in the author's opinion, 
neither one of the best nor one of the least valuable of the steppe regions. In addi- 
tion to its thirsty wastes, it has large areas adapted for cattle and sheep raising, and 
valleys where general farming is successfully pursued; and he points to Cape Colony, 
Algeria, Argentina, and Australia, all of which produce millions of live stock and 
great value in agricultural products under similar semi-arid conditions. The mineral 
resources of the colony are also very important. Dr. Hartmann believes that German 
Southwest Africa will richly pay for development, and that Germany may ultimately 
obtain from this source the wool which she so largely imports. He regards the two 
recent native uprisings as local phenomena, whose repetition may be prevented ; and 
he thinks the next twenty years should see at least 10,000 to 15,000 families of Ger- 
man peasants, numbering 50,000 to 60,000 persons, settled in the colony and 
developing its agriculture and stock-raising. 
Lettres d'Afrique du Colonel Baron Lahure : Maroc et Sahara 

Occidental. Preface par Edmond Picard. ix and 136 pp., portrait 

and 3 illustrations after water-colors by the author. Oscar Lamberty, Brussels, 

1905. 
Col. Lahure, an officer in the Belgian army, wrote these letters while on a Gov- 



